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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the relationship between factors of
knowledge, family factors, friends’ factors, and risk behaviors of substance abuse among
Thai youth in Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province. The sample group used in this study
was the youth aged between 15-25 years who have Thai nationality and live in Hat Yai
District, Songkhla Province, amount 1,145 samples. Sampling by multi-stage random
sampling, using questionnaires as a research tool; in addition, the data was analyzed by

using correlation coefficient statistics.
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The results showed that the knowledge and friend factors had a negative
relationship with the risk behaviors of substance use among youths at a very low level.
The statistically significant results were at the level of .001; while, the family factors had
a negative relationship with the risk behaviors of substance use of the youth at the very
low level; which, were not statistically significant at the level of .05; which, showed that
youth groups that are highly knowledgeable about substance abuse and good friends
will have less risky behavior in using substance abuse. The Thai youth, the female sex
factor, the knowledge factor and the group of friends factor had a statistically significant
negative relationship with the substance use risk behavior. It showed that when the Thai
youth group, the female group with high drug knowledge and good friends group, had
less risk of substance use behavior, while the Thai youth, the male group with the family
factor, The cognitive factor, and group of friends factor, had no statistically significant
negative correlation with substance use risk behaviors, which showed that when Thai
youths, male groups, despite having good family factors, were significantly being highly
aware of drugs and having a good friend group is not dependent on lower risk behaviors.

Keywords: Family, Knowledge, Risk Behavior, Substance Abuse, Youth
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